CT appearance of primary CNS lymphoma in patients with acquired immunodeficiency syndrome.
Cranial CT studies of 32 patients with biopsy-proven AIDS-related primary CNS lymphoma were reviewed retrospectively. A wide variety of different CT appearances were identified. Mass lesions varied in location, size, and number. Most lesions were either iso- or hyperdense and all enhanced with contrast medium. Several different patterns of enhancement were observed. Mass effect and edema were seen in almost all patients. After radiotherapy, most tumors decreased in diameter, became hypodense, and no longer enhanced with contrast medium. Edema and mass effect decreased or resolved in all but one patient. Postradiotherapy CT scans also revealed interval enlargement of the ventricles and cortical sulci. This study demonstrates the wide diversity of CT appearances of AIDS-related primary CNS lymphoma. The CT findings cannot be used in lieu of biopsy for diagnosis of this disorder. The appearance of postradiotherapy CT scans was consistent with regressing lymphoma.